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Clinical Judgement of the Pharmacist

A pharmacist may refuse to fil/refil @ prescription for ethical reasons involving
¢linical judgements. Examples of ethical reasons for refusing to fill a prescription
are: :

Filling the presctiption Is illegal.

Filiing the prescription poses unacceptable health risks to the patient.

The pharmacist teels that the therapy Is inappropriate.

The prescribar is practicing outside of the scope of histher medical
expertise.
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In these situations, It is expected that the pharmacist is a health care advecate
working to communicate with other practitioners in the best interest of the patient.

Moral Objection of the Pharmacist

A pharmacist may also refuse to fill a prescription on the basis of moral or
religious beliefs. In these instances, the pharmacist has a duty to the patient to
refer the patient sither to another pharmacist or pharmacy so that the patient can
receive appropriate therapy. Smith's respects the right of pharmacists to their
individual beliefs. Phammacists are nol, however, parmitted to impose thelr
beliets onto the customers. Conceivably, there may be extreme instances where
a pharmacist’s religious beliefs might be so extreme 80 as to place hinvher in
situations of moral contiict at such frequency as to justify a change in practice
settings. For example, a pharmacist who refuses to dispense oral contraceptives
should probably not practice in a retail setting where they will constantly be
confronted with a situation that they are not comfortable with.
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